


Welcome to the MAC! Our entire staff is thrilled to have you here and we are
grateful that you have chosen to invest your time in live entertainment and
world-class culture in our community. We want to offer you a space to unwind
and enjoy an evening filled with laughter, music, dance, or theatre. Our aim is
to provide you with unique and inspiring opportunities to engage more deeply
with the arts. Join us for a complimentary pre-show MAC Chat or Q&A
following specific performances. Our arts center, located in a community
college, offers over 60 student productions supported by professional lighting,
sound, and costumes. These can be enjoyed at affordable costs, or you can
attend our FREE programs like Music Friday at Noon and our free International
Global Film series, Global Flicks in February. We hope to exceed your
expectations with excellent service and special pre and post-show engagement
opportunities. These will help you connect with the artists and art forms more
deeply. While you are here, don't forget to visit the Cleve Carney Museum of
Art in the lobby to experience cutting-edge contemporary art. You can also
enjoy our full-service concession area and gift shop.

After your visit, please stay connected with us by joining us on Facebook
(AtTheMAC) or subscribing to our e-newsletter to find out about added shows,
events, and special offers (www.AtTheMAC.org). We challenge you to try
something new at the MAC and expand your cultural palate. Come see the New
Philharmonic Orchestra or a Buffalo Theater Ensemble Play. Or join us this
summer for the Lakeside Summer Series. We are grateful for your presence
here and we want to ensure that your visit is enjoyable. If you need anything,
please don't hesitate to ask any of the staff and we will do our best to
accommodate you.

We hope you have a wonderful time and look forward to entertaining you.
Enjoy the show!

Diana Martinez
Director, McAninch Arts Center


http://www.atthemac.org/
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Nathan Gunn (baritone) is widely acclaimed for his diverse
performing career bridging the genres of opera, musical
theatre, and recital. Gunn grew up in South Bend, Indiana
doing what most Midwestern boys do: playing sports,
working hard at school, and spending time with his family.
His interest in music became a passion during his junior
year of high school when he was introduced to Mozart’s
opera, Die Zauberfléte. Consumed by a desire to learn more, Nathan
attended the University of Illinois (the third generation in his family to
attend the school) to study music.

As a performer, Nathan is respected as an artist, musician, and singing
actor. He has performed many of opera and musical theater’s greatest roles
on the world’s most prestigious stages. Nathan has also been seen and
heard on television, radio, video, and live simulcast performances, including
the first ever Met in HD broadcast (The Magic Flute), in which he sang
Papageno, one of his signature roles. In addition to Papageno, Nathan has
reinterpreted classic roles such as Billy Budd, Figaro, and Don Giovanni,
garnering many awards, including the Grammy Award for Best Opera
Recording (Billy Budd) and the Metropolitan Opera’s first ever Beverly Sills
Award. Additionally, Nathan has been widely acclaimed for his ability to
crossover into musical theater, including performances with the New York
Philharmonic in Carousel and Camelot, as well as a televised celebration of
Stephen Sondheim’s 80th birthday. Nathan has frequently collaborated
with many stars of musical theater, including Mandy Patinkin, Kelli O’Hara,
Audra McDonald, and Kristin Chenoweth.

Nathan believes that music is a living art form and must be nurtured to
remain relevant. He has championed dozens of new songs, operas, and
sung theater in a multitude of venues. He recently debuted his one-man
autobiographical show produced and written by Hershey Felder, entitled
Flying Solo, which has been lauded as a “riveting autobiographical musical
[that] is a stunner both with its touching, relatable, family-centric narrative
and Gunn’s entertaining, charismatic performing style (Broadway World
review).” Nathan and Julie Gunn created their production company, Shot in
the Dark, to produce and perform cabaret shows which entertain the
public, and give young artists and hometown celebrities a platform to
showcase their talents. Nathan and Julie are also often seen in recital and
cabaret settings where they enjoy creating programs uniquely tailored to
the special event. This season, Nathan will perform new roles with
Pittsburgh Opera, Chicago Opera Theater, Beth Morrison Projects and
PROTOTYPE Festival, and will debut Drytown: A Living Room Vaudeville with
Julie Gunn.



Nathan is a professor and Swandlund Chair at the University of lllinois
where he is co-director of Lyric Theatre @ lllinois, a comprehensive
program embracing a broad continuum of opera and musical theatre, as
well as the development of new works. At the Lyric Theatre @ lllinois,
Nathan developed and founded the first ever Bachelor of Musical Arts in
Lyric Theatre curriculum in the nation. The program is part of the School of
Music at the University of Illinois and housed in the Krannert Center for the
Performing Arts.

In addition to life as a performer, educator, and arts advocate, Nathan is an
avid patron of the arts. Nathan and Julie Gunn consistently support pre-
college music education and sponsor local cultural events in order to secure
the future of the art form. Nathan and his family reside in Champaign, lllinois.

Lisa Buhelos (soprano) is a crossover singer, performing in
both the opera and musical theatre genres. Buhelos has
been praised for being a versatile singer, singing both
coloratura soprano repertoire and belt musical theatre.
She has performed roles in operas and musicals such as
The Cunning Little Vixen (Sharp Ears, the Vixen) to
Ordinary Days (Deb) - productions that featured her "high
pitched virtuosity" (News-Gazette) and strong comedic timing.

In her recent debut as Musetta in La boheme with Fargo-Moorhead Opera
Company, she was described as “vivacious” and “irresistible” (Inform). Also
as a Gate City Bank Young Artist with Fargo-Moorhead Opera Company, she
premiered the role of Trish in Everything Comes to a Head. After, Lisa
returned to Opera Saratoga as a Festival Artist where she performed in A
Gentleman's Guide to Love and Murder (Woman, 3 Phoebe D’Ysquith
cover). Previously, she was a Festival Artist at Opera Saratoga in 2021 in
Man of La Mancha (Aldonza cover) and Don Quixote at Camacho's Wedding
(Quiteria).

A Chicago native, Buhelos recently graduated from the University of lllinois
at Urbana-Champaign where she received her Masters of Music in Vocal
Performance and Literature. While completing her studies, she trained in
both opera and musical theatre studying with Yvonne Gonzalez-Redman
and Sarah Wigley. Buhelos was also fortunate to coach with Dr. Julie Gunn
and Dr. Casey Robards.



Julie Gunn (piano) - Music has always been a part of Julie
Gunn’s life, and yet it is her devotion to it that has
brought her accolades from around the world as a
performer, producer, teacher and advocate. Her work
often supports and promotes emerging creative or
performing artists. Trained as a pianist, she has
performed on most of the world’s most prestigious recital
series with distinguished colleagues, but most importantly with her
husband and artistic partner Nathan Gunn.

Co-Director of Lyric Theatre @ lllinois, Dr. Gunn produces numerous operas
or musical theatre works each year at the Krannert Center for the
Performing Arts and other regional venues. She enjoys producing larger
celebrations—Lyric Under the Stars at Allerton Park and Retreat Center—
and Carnaval! at Krannert Center for the Performing Arts-combining
spectacular performances with festive hospitality. The Gunns’ production
company, Shot in the Dark Productions Inc, specializes in customized
musical and theatrical events.

She has given masterclasses at universities and young artists’ programs all
over the United States and Canada and has served as a coach or conductor
at many distinguished opera houses. She has conducted several chamber
operas and musical theatre works for Lyric Theatre and is the author of
many arrangements of songs for chamber groups and orchestras.

She is an advocate for initiatives benefiting the arts and children’s lives. She
served as the Interim Director of the Glimmerglass Festival Young Artists’
Program in 2022. She was appointed Rector of the Arts and Performing Arts
of the Lincoln Academy of lllinois by Governor JB Pritzker. She served as the
President of the Countryside School Board of Directors and is a Court
Appointed Special Advocate for Children.

She attended Dartmouth College, majoring in Economics, and received her
Masters and Doctoral degrees from the University of lllinois, where she has
been awarded the Alumni Association’s Distinguished Service Award. She
lives in Champaign, lllinois with her husband Nathan, where they raised
their five children.


http://www.shot-in-the-dark-productions.com/










FRIENDS OF THE MAC

McAninch Arts Center acknowledges and gives grateful thanks to those donors who have
contributed in support of the MAC mission and vision. This list of donors reflects
contributions made from Dec.1, 2021 — Aug. 31 2023. While we carefully prepared this list,
we recognize that errors may have occurred. Please accept our apology if you are not
properly represented on this list and contact the College of DuPage Foundation at

(630) 942-2462 so we may correct our records.
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Dr. William Scheftner and
Mrs. Sheila Susman-
Scheftner

Suzette's Creperie

Dr. Nancy Svoboda

Dr. Diane R. Szakonyi

Kasia Szczesniewski

Tom and Janet Szot

Ms. Helen B. Szymanski

Ms. Kathleen Talenco

Mr. and Mrs. Sam Taves

Ms. Laverne Tedeski

Mr. John Teschky

TIAA

Colleen and Paul Trinko

Jean S. True

Two Bostons

Patricia and Anthony Vahcic

Ms. Lisa Vargas

Ms. Francine Venegas

Ms. Deborah L. Venezia

Viki Vestuto

Village Links of Glen Ellyn

Susan Vogt

Walden Floral Design Co.,
Inc.

Ms. Cathleen Wallin

Larry Ward

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Wash

WBEZ 91.5 Chicago

Judy Webster

Patricia and Richard Weichle

Anne and Jim Wengerd

Scott and Danielle Wetle

Mr. and Mrs. Michael
Wheeler

Robert and Jeanne Whisler

Debbie Whiston

Joan and Raymond Wielgos

Lenore Wilcox

Ms. Sandra Wildermuth

Ms. Kathy Wilders

Mr. William Womack

Diane Meiborg and Roger
Zacek

Mr. Richard Zuckerman

Corporate and Community
Sponsors

A Toda Madre

Adelle's Fine American Fare

Anonymous Design, Inc.

Arrowhead Golf Course

Aurora Civic Center Authority

Bank of America

Ball Horticultural Company

Belleza Skin Care Institute

Breakthru Beverage Group

Broadway in Chicago

Brookdale Glen Ellyn

Bubblehouse Brewing
Company

Cabernet and Company

Cantigny Golf Course

Chef By Request Catering

Chicago White Sox

Clayspace Ceramic Art
Center

Clayco

The Collective

College of DuPage
Foundation

Consolidated Flooring

Cooper’s Corner

Cornerstone Restaurant
Group

Costello Jewelry

The Craft Shoppe & Supplies

Cray Kaiser, Ltd.

Créme de la Créme Boutique

designSPEAK, LLC

DoubleTree by Hilton Lisle
Naperville

Drury Lane Theatre

DuPage Foundation

Enertherm

Enjoy lllinois/Department of
Commerce and Economic
Opportunity

Follett

Fox Valley Park District

G. Carl Ball Family
Foundation

Glen Prairie

Goodman Theatre

Gourmet Express Marketing,
Inc.

Health Track Sports Wellness

Hyatt/Hyatt Lisle

Illinois Arts Council Agency

Jennifer Rizzo Design
Company

Jolie Charcuterie

14

JCS Fund of the DuPage
Foundation

La Quinta Resort + Club

Le Meridien Chicago Oak
Brook

Legat Architects, Inc.

Lisle Chamber of Commerce

Lisle Library District

Lisle Park District

Lynfred Winery

Marcel's Culinary Experience

Maggiano’s Little Italy

Marinella’s Ristorante Italiano

Nicor

Nobel House

Nothing Bundt Cakes

Olive ‘N Vinnie's

Past Presence Framing

Portillo’s Restaurant Group

Pulse Studio

Puttshack

Reliable Home Improvement

Renaissance Esmeralda
Resort + Spa

Reserve 22

Santa Fe Restaurant

Scrim Esports Gaming
Center

Sheraton Hotel

Shiny Squirrel Art Studio

STG Divorce Law

Su Ki's Salon

Sutton Studios

Suzette's Creperie

TC Wealth Partners

TM Financial Forensics, LLC

Two Bostons

Village Links

Vistex, Inc.

Walden Floral Design Co.,
Inc.

WBEZ

90.9FM WDCB

West Suburban Art Society

302 Wheaton

Wheaton Bank and Trust-A
Wintrust Community Bank

Whiskey Acres

Wight and Company

Wintrust Financial
Corporation

Yorktown



HOUSE NOTES

* Cameras and recording devices are not allowed in * McAninch Arts Center volunteers are people

the theater and are prohibited by our contracts with who assist the house staff in areas of ticket taking,
the artists. ushering and general management during

« Smoking is not permitted in the theater or on campus. Performances. To get involved, call (630) 942-3705.
 For your comfort and security, all backpacks and ¢ For Americans With Disabilities Act

large bags must be checked. accommodations, call (630) 942-2141 (voice)

or (630) 858-9692 (TDD).

 Infrared Assistive Listening Devices: For audience
members who desire audio amplification of
performances, headsets with individual volume
controls are now available. You may check out the
headsets at the Box Office with a driver’s license.
Underwritten by a generous gift from The Knowles
Foundation.

 Please turn off all cell phones and any other alarms
while in the theater.

* Emergency phone number at COD Police Department
for after-hour calls is (630) 942-2000.

* Latecomers seated at discretion of the House
Manager.

* Groups of 10 or more may contact (630) 942-3026 or
grouptix@cod.edu to arrange for group discounts.

« |f you notice a spill in the theater, please notify an usher.

MAC STAFF LISTING

MAC Administrative Staff
Director of the McAninch Arts Center.. Diana Martinez
Business Manager ............ .Ellen McGowan
Project Manager ........ ....Kari Schoettle
Business Office Assistant.. ...Brianna Garcia
Curator, Cleve Carney Museum of Art . ....Justin Witte
Assistant Curator.............. Julia Walker
Gallery Assistant .............. .. Maria VanDyken Li
Marketing and Patrons Services Coordinator .. .... Janey Sarther
Graphic DeSIgNer.......ccccevvveeveeneeneenieseeninns Wendy Melgar
Director of Development for Cultural Arts. .Janie Oldfield
Administrative Assistant ..... Mandy Rakow
Student Clerical Assistant. ... Blake Lietz

MAC Box Office and Front of House Staff
BOX OffiCE IMANAEGEY ..ottt sttt et e ae e e e Julie Elges

Assistant Box Office Supervisors.. ....Jim Gosling, Elise Wash
Box Office Assistants..... Patrick Garon, Tatia Hegranes
Patron SErvices Man@gEr .....ccocuuiiiiuiie ettt ettt ettt s s e s e s e e sneeas Tom Murray
Assistant Patron Services Supervisor . Deborah Kolek
House Manager/Volunteer Coordinator Rob Nardini

MAC Resident Professional Ensembles
Buffalo Theatre Ensemble, Artistic Dir€Ctor.......cevverieeieeieeiieerieesee e see s Connie Canaday Howard
Buffalo Theatre Ensemble, Associate Artistic Director Amelia Barrett
Buffalo Theatre Ensemble, Business Manager Bryan Burke
New Philharmonic, Music Director and Conductor Kirk Muspratt
New Philharmonic, Associate Conductor and Librarian Benjamin Nadel
New Philharmonic General Manager Paula Cebula
New Philharmonic Personnel Manager... Karen Dickelman

MAC Design and Technical Staff
Technical Production/Lighting/Sound Coordinator..........ccceeveerveeereneeeniereseisennens Richard Arnold, Jr.
Technical Theater Assistant CoOrdiNator ..........cccevierierienieniesie e Sabrina Zeidler
Costume and Make-up Design Coordinator .. ..Kimberly G. Morris
Assistant Costume Coordinator and Stitcher ..Gretchen Woodley
ProdUCTION IMBNAZET ..c..veeiieiieriieete sttt ettt ettt e sbt e s iae ettt eeteebeesbeesseesanesatesanesabesnnes Joe Hopper
Sound and Lighting Specialist. Ben Johnson
Lighting Production Specialist ..Elias Morales
Audio Production Specialist Fisher Parsons
Events Production Specialist/Tech. Director — BTE ... Caitlyn Woods
Stage Hands ..Bobby Bryan, Zak Zubka







